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Decomposing the Factors of Rural Poverty in Transitional China Wang Yulin Huang Zuhur *+ 50 »

Based on the grouping data provided by statistical yearbooks, this paper generates the Lorenz curves and calculates
poverty rate indices. Then by decomposing the index, rural poverty can be divided into two effects, the economic growth
effect and income distribution effect. The result shows that poverty in rural China has been reduced gradually, though expe
riencing fluctuation. Economic growth leads to income increase and poverty rate reduction in rural area, and its contribution
has witnessed periodicity in line with the economic fluctuation. The increasingly enlarged income gaps within rural areas de-
ter rural poverty from further reduction. The pattern of inequality in rural China has not reached the turning point of

Kuznets.
The Chinese Elderly: How They Live and How Many of Them Are in Poverty? Wang Dewen Zhang Kaitr « 58 +

This paper depicts the status of living of Chinese elderly and estimates the poverty rate of this group of population, by
using data from 2000 Census and 2000 China Urban and Rural Elderly Survey. The result shows that there are 129 million
residents aged 60 and above. Among them, 33% are actively in job markets, 7. 1-9. 0% lve in poverty. The paper also
discusses the policy issues relating to elderly poverty, suggesting that the policies should aim at supporting the older poor

and those who are at the edge of poverty to prevent poverty from expansion.

The Quality of Life in China Provincial Capital in 2002
Sun Fenghua Wei Xiao Wang Xingzhong Shao Juping * 67 +

Borrowing from literature on quality of life studies in developed countries, this article constructs the evaluation index
system for quality of life and applies it to rank urban population by provincial capital cities m China. The result shows that
the quabiy of living life of urban residents are positive correlated with the size of city. Another finding is that the higher de

velopment levels of a society and the higher quality of life that citizen education requires.
A Demographic Analysis on the Development of China’s Insurance Industry Guo Jinlong Zhang Hao + 74 -

Among all {actors affecting the development of msurance industry, population factor 1s the most important one, The &
mount and structure of population have significant impact on nsurance demand, and i turn mfluences the development of
msurance mndustry, The paper shows that although the total premium mcome is large, insurance density and insurance pen
ctration mn China are much lower than the world average level. This can be attnibuted to the income level, urbanization and

educational level ete.
An Analysis of Optimum Substitution Rate of Basic Pension Jia Hongbo Wen' Yuan * 81 -

There are both importance and difficulty in determining the optimum basic pension substitution in political, economic
and practical terms. This paper analyzes the desirable basic pension substitution rate, as well as potential and real substitu
ton rates. Based on the analysis. the optimum conditions of the basic pension substitution rate are put forward. Meanwhile

the connection of the desirable, potential and real basic pension substitution rates, are also discussed.
A Review on Urban Poverty and Anti-Poverty Strategy in China Mei Jianming Qun Ying + 88 «

The serious problem of urban poverty m China has been received wide concern both i the academia and the government
in recent years. This paper provides a review on the studies of poverty measurement, numbers of the urban poor, the char-
acteristics of the poverty community. as well as the attributes of urban poverty. The authors point out that anu-poverty
mechanism n urban area has been formed and plays a vital role in lessening and eliminating the urban poverty. However.

there are sull some problems due to the limited understanding of poverty and institutional imperfection of dealing with it.



